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George du Maurier. 

S~^EORGE DU MA URIER, as we learn from 
fr an article in The Century Magazine 
of May last , written by Mr. Henry James , 
was born in England, of a French father and an 
English mother. He was taken to France in his 
early years, and educated there ; later he returned 
to England, where he has since resided. He gave 
no early evidence of the remarkable talent which 
has made him world-famous, and was educated for 
a chemist. He had no inclination for this science, 
although he came to have a laboratory of his own ; 
but a passion for art had now become awakened, 
and his laboratory was converted into a studio. 
He studied art at Paris and at Dusseldorf but 
suddenly, without warning, a great calamity be- 
fell him. His eye-sight became so seriously affected 
that he was obliged for a time to abandon all work. 
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“ He zvas condemned," says Mr. James , “ to many 
dark days, at the end of which he learned that he 
should have to do his work for the rest of his life 
with less than half a man s portion of the sense 
most valuable to the artist." But for this mis- 
fortune the zvor Id would probably be admiring Du 
Maurier as a painter of genre subjects rather 
than simply as a draughtsman in black and white. 

The earliest sketch, according to Mr. James, 
contributed by Du Maurier to “ Punch," appeared 
in the number for December 5 , 1863 , nozv just 
tzventy years ago. John Leech died in October, 
1864 , and S0071 thereafter the hatid of Du Mau- 
rier became frequently apparent on the pages of 
that comic journal. “ The finish and delicacy, the 
real elegance of these early drawings,” says Mr. 
James , “ arc extreme ; the hand zvas already the 
hand of a brilliant executant." The larger part 
of Du Maurier s work has been done for “Punch," 
but he has designed many illustrations for books. 
He has bent a regular contributor to the “ Corn- 
hill," his first work for that magazine being a 
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series of designs for Mrs. Gaskcll's “ Wives and 
Daughters." In 1 868 he made a number of draw- 
ings for a new edition of Thackeray s “ Esmond 
which arc considered among the most charming of 
his book illustrations. 

It is certainly remarkable that “ Punch ” should 
have been so fortunate as to find as a successor to 
the inimitable John Leech an artist no less admi- 
rable and inimitable. It is not too much to say 
that the principal attraction of “ Punch ” for many 
readers has been the exquisite social satires from 
the pencil of Du Maurier. There is nothing com- 
parable with them elsewhere. Du Maurier s fine- 
ness of perception, to quote from Mr. James, his 
remarkable power of specifying types , his taste, his 
grace , his lightness, and an indescribable refine- 
ment in his art. arc due possibly to a Gallic element 
in his nature , but they are essentially English in 
spirit and thought. English life and character 
have never been more faithfully depicted, never 
presented with keener insight into peculiarities of 
types either by English novelists or artists ; and 

3 
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this striking fact gives to Du Maurier s drawings 
a permanent charm wholly independent of their 
humorous or satirical element. He gives us most 
delightful young women, and sketches of young 
Englishmen that are as accurate as photographs ; 
and his portraits of all the various social grades 
are wonderfully to the life. “ The pretty points 
of children," quoting again from Mr. J attics, “ are 
intimately known to him ; he understands, more- 
over, the infant wardrobe as well as the infant 
mind. His little boys and girls are ‘ turned out ’ 
with a completeness which has made the despair 
of many an American mother As Pictures of 
English Society, therefore, his drawings are a 
lasting study. They reveal the current “craze" ; 
they show the tendencies of social refinement ; they 
indicate social usage ; they open to the foreigner 
the English drawing-room, the English nursery, 
the English playground ; they show us the amuse- 
ments, the ambitions, the aptitudes, and many of 
the virtues as well as the foibles of that remark- 
able people. 
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It’ s not so Difficult to Speak French, 

after all. 
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Induction. 
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path, in Bermondsey, is the only Physician in London 
who ” &c., &c., &c. 
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Circumstantial Evidence. 
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In square i6mo vols. Parchment-paper 
covers. 30 cents each. 

J-T nglish as She is Spoke ; 

o r , A Jest in Sober Earnest. 

Compiled from the celebrated “New Guide of Con- 
versation in Portuguese and English.” 

J^on’t: 

A Manual of Mistakes and Improprieties 
more or less prevalent in Conduct and Speech. 
By CENSOR. 

Revised, and with a new chapter addressed expressly to 
women. 

T7 nglish as She is Wrote, 

Showing curious ways in which the English 
language may he made to convey ideas or 
obscure them. 

A companion to “English as She is Spoke.” 

New York : D. APPLETON & CO., i, 3, & 5 Bond Street. 
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‘ Bachelor Bluff' is bright , witty , keen, deep, sober, 
philosophical, amusing, instructive, philanthropic — in 
short, what is not 1 Bachelor Bluff ’ ? " 

NEW CHEAP SUMMER EDITION, 

IN PARCHMENT PAPER. 


bachelor Bluff: 

His Opinions , Sentiments , and 

Disputations . By Oliver B. Bunce. 

“ Mr. Burce is a writer of uncommon freshness and power. . . . Those 
who have read h's brief hut carefully written studies will value at th<ir true 
worth the genuine critical insight and fine literary qualities which characteiize 
his work .” — Christian Union. 

“V/c do not recall any volume of popular essays published of late years 
which contains so much good writing, and so many fine and original com- 
ments on topics of current interest. Mr. Oracle Bluff is a self-opinionated, 
genial, whole-souled fellow. . . . His talk is terse, epigrammatic, full of 
quotable proverbs and isolated bits of wisdom .” — Boston Traveller. 

“It is a hook which, while professedly aiming to amuse, and affording a 
vrry rare and delightful fund of amusement, insinuates into the crevices of the 
i effective mind thoughts and sentiments that are sure to fructify and perpetu- 
ate themselves .” — Eclectic Magazine. 


New cheap edition. i6mo, parchment paper. Price, 50 
cents. 

New York: D. APPLETON & CO., 1, 3, & 5 Bond Street. 
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T he Rhymester; 

or. The Rules of Rhyme. 

A Guide to English Versification. With a Dictionary of 
Rhymes, an Examination of Classical Measures, and 
Comments upon Burlesque, Comic Verse, and Song- 
Writing. By the late Tom Hood. Edited, with Addi- 
tions, by Arthur Penn. 


Three whole chapters have been added to the work by the Ameri- 
can editor— one on the sonnet, one on the rondeau and the ballade , 
and a third on other fixed forms of verse ; while he has dealt freely 
with the English author's text, making occasional alterations, fre- 
quent insertions, and revising the dictionary of rhymes. 

“ Its chapters relate to matters of which the vast majority of those 
who write verses are utterly ignorant, and yet which no poet, how- 
ever brilliant, should neglect to learn. Though rules can never teach 
the art of poetry, they may serve to greatly mitigate the evils of ordi- 
nary versification. This instructive treatise contains a dictionary of 
rhymes, an examination of classical measures, and comments on vari- 
ous forms of verse-writing. We earnestly commend this little book 
to all those who have thoughts which can not be expressed except in 
poetic measures.” — New York Observer. 

“ If young writers will only get the book and profit by its instruc- 
tions, editors throughout the English-speaking world will unite in 
thanking this author for his considerate labor .” — New York Home 
jfournal. 

l 8 mo, cloth, extra. Uniform with “The Orthoepist ” 
and “The Verbalist.” Price, $1.00. 


New York : D. APPLETON & CO., i, 3, & 5 Bond Street. 


Digitized by Google 



C^ocial Etiquette 

of New York. 


CONTENTS: 

The Value of Etiquette; Introductions; Solicitations; 
Strangers in Towns; Debuts in Society; Visiting, and Vis- 
iting Cards for Ladies; Card and Visiting Customs for Gen- 
tlemen; Morning Receptions and Kettle-Drums; Giving 
and attending Parties, Balls, and Germans; Dinner-giving 
and Dining out; Breakfasts, Luncheons, and Suppers; 
Opera and Theatre Parties, Private Theatricals, and Musi- 
cales ; Extended Visits ; Customs and Costumes at Thea- 
tres, Concerts, and Operas (being two additional chapters 
written for this edition); Etiquette of Weddings (rewritten, 
for this edition, in accordance with the latest fashionable 
usage) ; Christenings and Birthdays ; Marriage Anniversa- 
ries; New Year’s Day in New York; Funeral Customs and 
Seasons of Mourning. 

iSrno, cloth, gilt, price, $1.00. 

New York : D. APPLETON Si CO., i, 3, Si 5 Bond Street. 
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